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Chairman-Lewis Husband, Stone County
Vice Chair- Joshua Bromen, Gulfport PD
Secretary- Steven Rosamond, Grenada PD

Law Enforcement- Justin Holifield, Florence PD

Legislative- Molly Miller, AG’S Office 

Occupant Protection- Elizabeth Foster, Batson Safety & Community Outreach

Countermeasures- Shantay Griffith, MADD
P I & E- Velesha P. Williams, JSU/MJCPC
Youth – Tawni Basden, DREAM

Data & Evaluation - Robert Hancock, MOHS
Lewis Husband opened the meeting at 1000 hours
PRESS EVENT 

**Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over National “Kick Off” and Blitz Campaign! ** 
NEW MEMBERS:

Avery Cook, Clay County Sheriff Office

Jedidiah Flynt, Pearl River County 

Kim Richardson, STORM

Leonce O. Young, Vicksburg Police Department
Madison Sully, Starkville

Ophelia Mitchell, Town of Ethel
Tenicia Speech, MOHS
SPEAKERS/PRESENTATIONS
Mark Solomon, Preusser Research Group




Mark Hodges and Dwight Bethany, MOTOsteps


Mark Solomon, Preusser Research Group…Seat Belt Enforcement…spoke about nighttime seat belt enforcement.  A little background was given concerning what Mr. Solomon will be speaking about.  Their group conducts the night time seat belt survey.  Their company provided this service for OHS last year, so they have numbers to use as the base for comparison.  This year, they are going to be conducting a pilot project for night time high visibility observation.  This pilot will be conducted in Desoto County.  They are going to be doing special wave grants for the agencies in Desoto County who do not have an occupant protection grant.  They will be offering them money to use just during this one week project.  It will be held February 9th 2015 through February 14th 2015, during valentines.  Their message will be, “You are already buying your loved ones valentines presents, you care about them, so make sure that they get home safely by buckling them up both day and night.”  The majority of this grant enforcement will be done at night, and Mark’s organization will do a pre and a post survey.  They will have paid and earned media.  The paid media will be television, billboards, and portable message signs.  We used the portable message signs the last couple of Blitzes, and they have done very well.  The results showed a very significant change.  The reason they chose Desoto County was because when they started looking at the program in 2013, Desoto County was one of the most populated counties and one of the lower scoring counties.  They did come up this past year.  Media was present, but the main thing they did different in that area was the portable message boards.  OHS is going to study and see if the message boards really make that much of a difference.  Mark then presented a presentation about what they do and how they do it.  A considerable amount of fatalities occur at night time, and a lot of those have low seat belt use rates.  That contributes to the higher fatality rate.  Closer to midnight, one or two people out of every ten are not wearing their seat belt.  If we can get seat belt use up at night, some of those people can be helped.  Most of the unbelted fatalities at night are positive for alcohol.  We also use other tactics to study belt use rate and things such as observational checkpoints.  They have picked out 30 sites across the state.  They record sex, race, approximate age, and whether they are belted or not.  This way, they can track change in use rate.  They distributed these observational points among the North, Central, and South areas of the state.  They found out statewide that seat belt usage was lower at night; was four points lower at night than in the day.  The Northern portion of the state has a larger problem of lower belt usage.  One of the things they learned during this was that the message was not being distributed well.  Twenty million dollars is spent on advertising ads during the blitz periods.  However, when people were surveyed about what the police are doing, most responded that they were writing speeding tickets.  Most people are not receiving the message about wearing seat belts.  Desoto County is in the Memphis media market, which makes it difficult to get the message out.  The objectives of the Desoto County program are to show that you can make quick improvements to low seatbelt usage at night time using High Visibility Enforcement.  High Visibility Enforcement has two components; one is the Enforcement and the other is the high Visibility element.  It will include multiple jurisdictions, there will be night time seatbelt enforcement such as checkpoints, and there will be television ads as well as billboards.  There will also be portable message signs.  There will be news stories, and finally evaluations.  There will be a pre and a post design, where things will be measured before and after.  There will also be a comparison area down south.  They will collect enforcement data such as how many checkpoints, citations issued, and what they were.  They will also collect DUI citation data and publicity data as well as awareness surveys.   There should be a change in Desoto County.  This will take about two months to analyze these data.  Captain McCain raised the issue that we only aggressively enforce seatbelt usage twice a year, whereas the rest of the year we don’t spread the message.  
MOTOsteps…gave a presentation on “The State of Motorcycles”…Two guests were invited, Officer Mark Hodges and Dwight Bethany.  MOTOSTEPS has had their first meeting and updated the structure of the organization.  They have also started in two other districts.  The motorcycle safety plan is to gather all of the road captains from all the motorcycle clubs across the state and train them, giving them specialized training in CPR and first aid.  They are also going to provide them with advanced rider courses, all of which are funded by the groups themselves.  Dwight then spoke about the necessity of watching for motorcycles.  One of the things that happen to motorcycle riders is that other drivers are not paying attention.  He recalled prior incidents involving motorcycle crashes.  Officer Hodges then spoke from the law enforcement’s perspective.    
COMMITTEE REPORTS

LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE…Training will be coming soon.  NHTSA has approved the training unit for the state in OHS.  They will house four offices.  The new training coordinator is Melissa Harvey.  She gave a brief introduction and explanation of what we can expect.  If you have any training needs, please let her know.
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE – Molly Miller…had two law clerks, one focusing on house bills and one on senate bills.  The deadline for filing of bills was Wednesday.  She does not have a complete list right now, as they are still summarizing them.  She can provide a good summary of senate bills.  By next week, she should have a complete list and summary if anyone wants to email her at mmill@ago.state.ms.us.  She’s not going over just DUI bills, but all law enforcement issues.

· Senate Bill 2155 – deals with university law enforcement officers – wants to revise the jurisdiction to enforce traffic and criminal laws to anything to within 500 feet of any property owned by the university.  

· Senate Bill 2063 – a DUI bill to put back in what was in there the time before the this last session, the increase in penalty for the fourth or subsequent conviction, which was a fine between $10,000 and $50,000, a sentence between 5 to 20 years, the license to be permanently suspended and the person not to be eligible for probation, parole, post release, suspension of sentence, earned time allowance, or any other reduction in sentence.

· Senate Bill 2044 – this is a texting while driving bill, which constitutes careless driving.  This one is by Gray Tullison, to go back and do the rebuttable presumption.  It will be amending 63-3-1213.

· Senate Bill 2055 – another texting bill to create a statute, 63-3-1217, to prohibit texting while driving including exemptions for authorized users such as law enforcement and emergency situations.  Violating that section will result in a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $500.

· Senate Bill 2166 – another texting bill that will deal with those driving under the age of 18.  It wants to create a subsection of 63-3-1217 to prohibit texting while driving for persons under the age of 18, exceptions to include law enforcement or safety personnel.  They want to repeal 63-1-73, which was prohibiting texting while driving for the holders of temporary and intermediate licenses.

· Senate Bill 2058 –deals with headlights being used during precipitation, being prohibited from using parking lights when headlights are required. 

· Senate Bill 2086 – is the same thing.

· Senate Bill 2114 – deals with certain designations of certain disabilities to be put on the driver’s licenses or ID cards.  They specifically talk about amending 63-1-35, which is where if you have some type of pervasive developmental disorder, you have to exhibit the letters “PDD” identifying the licensee as the person who has this disorder.  

· Senate Bill 2122 – deals with motor vehicles – they want to define and regulate Autocycles.  An Autocycle will be defined as a motor vehicle with three wheels that is completely enclosed in a roll cage, with automotive controls, airbags, and seatbelts.  They want to amend 63-3-103 to have that as the definition, and to amend 63-1-6 to exempt Autocycles from the requirement of motorcycle endorsement license.  This bill will also amend 63-2-1 to require the use of seatbelts in Autocycles, and amend 63-7-64 to exempt Autocycles from the motorcycle helmet requirement.

· Senate Bill 2056 – authorizing use of radar by the sheriff of any county.  This will amend 63-3-519.

· House Bill 5 – deals with interrogation, requiring that all conducted by law enforcement must be recorded on video.

· House Bill 41, 42, and 43 – all deal with texting.

· House Bill 93 – another texting dealing with using cell phones without having hands free accessories while driving.

· House Bill 111 – deals with Autocycles.

· House Bill 115, 116, and 117 – these Bills deal with the inspection sticker.  115 is just revising some of it, 116 is revising the fees, and 117 is using the fees to go into new trooper schools.

· House Bill 131 – on commercial motor vehicles – allowing vehicles to bypass the inspection station if the driver cannot completely exit the highway to enter.

· House Bill 132 - deals with commercial driver’s license, putting an exemption to church owned vehicles from the definition of commercial motor vehicles.

· House Bill 135 – deals with highways, requiring MDOT to install rumble strips along newly constructed or resurfaced roadways.

· House Bill 140 – deals with left hand lane – allowing the driving only if passing, turning, or an emergency situation.

· House Bill 149 – commercial drivers’ license – authorizing the driver with diabetes to be examined by a board certified advanced diabetes nurse.  

· House Bill 161 – deals with concealed weapons – putting an exemption for retired law enforcement officers.
Several bills dealing with retirement are up, basically stating that if you commit a felony, you can be either terminated from the retirement system or not receive any further benefits.

· House Bill 235 – deals with expunction

· House Bill 259 – says that you can get several crimes expunged if you can show you were innocent.  Not sure how this works, as you have been proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in the court.

· House Bill 241 – deals with controlled substances – synthetic cannabinoids and its derivatives. 

· House Bill 247 – another radar bill, to prohibit use within 1000 feet of posted point where speed limit is reduced.

· House Bill 252 – revises public drunkenness

· House Bill 258 – deals with DUI – revises the penalty for second or subsequent offense.  

· House Bill 264 – deals with expunction – delete the requirement that the judge makes specific findings for denying.

· House Bill 265 – comes up every year – allowing a sentence for violations to include house arrest at a rehab center.

· House Bill 273 – deals with wireless communication – prohibit persons operating a motor vehicle.  Includes all wireless interactive communication.

· House Bill 274 – deals with DUI – brought up every year by a defense attorney – repeal the provision that refusal to take breath test is evidence thereof.

· House Bill 281 – DUI – revise the license suspension for test refusal if the licensee pleads guilty.

· House Bill 282 – implied consent – toll the suspension period during appeals for refusal to submit to the chemical test.

· House Bill 325 – another radar bill – authorizing the sheriff to use it in counties over       70, 000, impose additional state assessments for violations when used.

· House Bill 334 – appropriation dealing with troopers training classes.

· House Bill 335 – deals with the speed limit, to increase on certain controlled access highways from 70 to 75 miles per hour.

· House Bill 383 – radar bill dealing with patrol officers of the Pearl River Valley Water Supply District.

· House Bill 389 – deals with texting and social networking, to prohibit while driving.

Judge Richardson…JOL…spoke about several DUI bills being in the “hopper”; which can be amended if necessary.  
ALCOHOL/DRUG COUNTERMEASURES –

OCCUPANT PROTECTION…Elizabeth Foster spoke to the audience.  Some asked about a Certified Car Seat Technician course at the last meeting in the Jackson area.  They have set up a course for February 24th – 26th at the public works building in Madison on Highway 51.  If anyone needs assistance, get with Mallory afterwards.  “We are still maintaining an excellent recertification rate”, and she extends her thanks to those who maintain it.  She reminded technicians not wait until their certification expires to renew it.  You must participate in a community event in order to stay certified.  There are also some online websites to get the 6 CEU’s.  She also told everyone at the prior meeting about the Booster Seat program they are starting.  The name of it is Check 3 for VIP; a “Very Important Passenger”!  If any police officers work as traffic officers around the schools in your area, please assist them in conducting booster seat surveys.  There will be an occupant protection taskforce meeting at 1330 this afternoon.

P I & E…Velesha Williams…had the PI&E Subgrantees come to the front of the room so that everyone would know who they are.  They had their meeting this morning at 0900, and one of the things they discussed was the evaluation.  They are doing work around preparing evaluation instruments, identifying questions for pre and post assessments in the school presentations and the services they provide, as well as satisfaction surveys.  They also continue to provide presentations to school and communities.  They are constantly soliciting the collaboration and participation of law enforcement.  Introduction of PI&E Subgrantees:
· Tawni Basden, DREAM Inc., youth highway safety, statewide

· Odell Thompson, Thompson Consulting, court information

· Shantay Griffin, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Jackson County, Harrison County, Hancock County, Scott County, Leake County, Lauderdale County, Hinds County.

· CJ Davis, National Council on Alcohol and Drug Dependence, works specifically with seniors and impaired driving, Desoto County, Hinds County, Rankin County, Lamar County, Harrison County, Jackson County, and Pearl River County.

· Mack Hamby, National Council on Alcohol and Drug Dependence, covers Lafayette County, Pontotoc County, Itawamba County, Lee County, Alcorn County, Prentiss County, and Union County.

· Robert Walton, MOTORSTEPS provides services on motorcycle safety statewide.

They are going to be putting a PI&E booklet together to provide their contact information and service areas.  She thanked the Ruleville Police Dept. and others for assisting with the cup coaster initiative.

Taylor Wells…Sobriety Trained Officer representing Mississippi –spoke to the audience.  

The May conference will be May 5th through May 7th 2015 at the Oxford Convention Center.  There are a few changes to the registration.  We will have two speakers, the headline of which is Lt. Col. Dave Grossman; who is an excellent speaker.  Starting the 19th of January, registration will be on the STORM website www.msstorm.net, and for current members in good standing, the 19th through February 15th 2015, registration is set at $100.  If you live 40 miles outside of Oxford, and if you have paid by the 15thof February, your lodging will be free.  This includes any departments that utilize purchase orders.  As we get closer to the conference, registration fees will get higher due to lodging and availability.  Registration will open for everyone on February 16th through March 15th and will cost $150 during that time.  Late registration will be from March 15th through May 4th and will cost $200.  Registration at the door on the start of the conference will be $250.  For this conference, if you register and pay, your membership fees through 2016 will be waived.  

Lance Laruso…author of a book called “When Cops Kill, the Aftermath of a Critical Incident”; talked a lot about officers’ rights following a critical incident.  The storm conference counts as continuing education for officers. 
DATA EVALUATION - Robert Hancock… reminded everyone about the website www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov.  This is place where you can get all of your PI&E material.  The next big campaign we have coming up will be Super Bowl Sunday, February 1st 2015.  He encouraged everybody to spread the word via social media and other news outlets.  He also announced the new MOHS website, www.highwaysafety.ms.gov and grant information is on the http://PSDL.dps.ms.gov site. He showed the website on visual monitors and talked about it briefly.  He also spoke about the new portable Light Towers the OHS has purchased for nighttime safety checkpoints.  

MOHS UPDATE – Shirley Thomas, Director… encouraged everyone to attend the training demonstration on the Light Towers after the meeting, and gave instructions on how to obtain one for each department.

Lewis Husband adjourned the meeting announcing next month’s meeting date.
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 The next MAHSL meeting will be held on
                           Friday, March 20, 2015 at 1000 hours
                            Mississippi Office of Highway Safety                             
                                       1025 Northpark Drive, Ridgeland, MS  39157
bjg                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            R/MAHSL/FY15


