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Historically, most of the drivers and passengers who die in traffic crashes were not belted. Although seat belts cannot save all persons, it is estimated that wearing seat belts could have saved 65% of those who died. 

Nationwide the death rate for those not wearing their seat belt is less than 3.8 per 100,000.
In Mississippi, however, the death rate for those not wearing their seat belt is nearly 13 out of every 100,000. In other words, the average person in Mississippi is more than three and one-half times as likely to die not wearing their seat belt than the average American.

In Mississippi, seat belt usage has increased from 71.3% in 2008 to 81.88% in 2011. 
As a result, traffic fatalities have decreased by 19.5% from 2008 to 2011 (783 to 630). 

In Lee County, the seat belt usage rate was 7.48% below the state average (74.4%).
In Leflore County, the seat belt usage rate was 10.88% below the state average (71%).

In Mississippi:

 • 65% of African Americans killed in traffic crashes were not wearing their seat belt.
 • 86% of children ages 10-14 killed in traffic crashes were not wearing their seat belt. 
 • 81% of teens ages 15-19 killed in traffic crashes were not wearing their seat belt.

Traffic enforcement not only saves lives, it also supplements many criminal enforcement activities. Increasing the use of seat belts is one of the most cost-effective methods to reduce death and injury.

Traffic crashes cost the state more than $2 billion annually, approximately $740 per person. 

Federal Highway Formula Based on Severity of Injury:









Severity of Injury
Number

Costs per Severity

Economic Costs







Fatal

641

$2,600,000 

$1,666,600,000 
Severe Injury (A)
680

$180,000 

$122,400,000 
Moderate Inj (B)
6,412

$36,000 

$230,832,000 
Minor Inj C
 
20,554

$19,000 

$390,526,000 
PDO (no inj)

50,713

$2,000 

$101,426,000 











Total Economic Costs
$2,511,784,000 
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