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Click It or Ticket Campaign Press Conference to be held           in Jackson on Friday, May 17 at 10:00 A.M.

Event will highlight the kickoff of Mississippi’s Campaign to Boost Seat Belt Use

(Jackson, Miss.)—On Friday, May 17, the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety (MOHS) will hold a press conference in Jackson to launch its “Click It or Ticket” Memorial Day Campaign as part of a high-visibility effort to boost seat belt use—day and night.
As motorists take to the roads this Memorial Day holiday, Mississippi’s law enforcement officers are urging everyone to buckle up. Law enforcement officials across the state will be out in full force, taking part in the 2013 national Click It or Ticket seat belt enforcement mobilization and cracking down on motorists who are not buckled. 
The following outlines details of the  MOHS “Click It or Ticket” press conference:
Event:	State of Mississippi’s “Click It or Ticket” Campaign Kickoff
Date/Time:	Friday, May 17 at 10:00 A.M.
Location:  	Mississippi Agricultural & Forestry Museum in the Sparkman Auditorium located at 1150 Lakeland Drive in Jackson. 
Speakers:	DPS Commissioner Albert Santa Cruz; MOHS Office Director Shirley Thomas and Ryan Estep, a victim advocate for seatbelt use. Batson Children’s Hospital, Ministers Against Crime, DREAM, and other state and community organizations along with other MHP and local law enforcement officers will also be on hand as part of the event. 
According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 52 percent of the 21,253 passenger vehicle occupants killed in 2011 were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the crash. Deaths involving seat belt nonuse are more prevalent at night than during the daytime.  According to NHTSA, 62 percent of the 10,135 passenger vehicle occupants killed in 2011 during the overnight hours of 6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m. were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the crash.  
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