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Mississippi Office of Highway Safety Highlights                      Click It or Ticket Campaign at Press Conference in Indianola

(Indianola, Miss.)—Today, the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety (MOHS) held a press conference in Indianola to highlight its “Click It or Ticket” Memorial Day Campaign as part of a high-visibility effort to boost seat belt use—day and night.
The event was held at the B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center to highlight the need for motorists to buckle up as law enforcement officials will be out in full force now through the Memorial Day holiday (thru June 2nd) to ensure that drivers and passengers on the roadways are buckled. 
Speakers at the press conference included Tony Dunn, Public Affairs Officer for the Mississippi Department of Public Safety (DPS); Ryan Estep, a victim advocate for seat belt use; Chief Richard O’Bannon of the Indianola Police Department; Rob Banks, Constable of Carroll County; and Pastor Ted Watson of Ministers Against Crime. 
Tony Dunn, Public Affairs Officer for DPS talked about the importance of seat belt use at the press conference saying “The statistics are clear, year after year, that seat belts save lives. It’s vitally important that motorists wear them at all times, day or night. All law enforcement officials are at a heightened level to enforce seat belt laws now through the Memorial Day holiday which is one of the peak travel times of the year. I’m asking all Mississippians to please buckle up, and to also offer their appreciation to the men and women in law enforcement who work to keep us safer every day.” 

The MOHS “Click It or Ticket” campaign is part of a national effort during this Memorial Day holiday period to make sure drivers are wearing seat belts at all times behind the wheel. According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 52 percent of the 21,253 passenger vehicle occupants killed in 2011 were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the crash. Deaths involving seat belt nonuse are more prevalent at night than during the daytime.  According to NHTSA, 62 percent of the 10,135 passenger vehicle occupants killed in 2011 during the overnight hours of 6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m. were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the crash.  
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