FY14 Occupant Protection Enforcement and Program Plan
Occupant Protection continues to be a priority emphasis area for NHTSA and for the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety (MOHS). The current seat belt usage rate for Mississippi is 83.2%. Law enforcement officers continue to issue seat belt and child restraint citations throughout the year and during the National Click It or Ticket campaign.  
In addition to traditional enforcement, FARS data shows the need for the MOHS to focus on nighttime seat belt enforcement. In 2009, 70% of known passenger vehicle deaths were unbelted; 27% died unrestrained between the hours of 6pm to midnight and another 30% died between noon and 6pm. The State’s overall unrestrained passenger fatalities continue to be on a downward trend, however, nighttime unrestrained occupants remain an issue in the State.  Nighttime seat belt enforcement is an emphasis area and MOHS will continue to promote best practice for nighttime enforcement activities by law enforcement. 
Paid media campaigns continue to be aired prior to and during the national campaign.  New media messages are continually being reviewed, developed and implemented, including nighttime enforcement, to get the remaining 18.2% of the population to wear seat belts through education, outreach, media and enforcement activities.  Teen drivers are especially vulnerable with their lack of driving experience and will continue to be an emphasis area for occupant protection. 
The MOHS has been operating under a Seatbelt State Action Plan prescribed by NHTSA for increasing safety belt numbers and improving the overall seatbelt program. A copy of the Seatbelt State Action Plan is included. (See MOHS-Appendix to 405 Application-Occupant Protection-A) 

The MOHS, along with all funded agencies, will implement activities in support of national highway safety goals to reduce motor vehicle related fatalities according to their specific funding source. Programs that will be used to increase seatbelt use include; paid media, enforcement of primary seat belt laws and participation in State and national mobilizations. All awarded contracts are required to complete the HVE Compliance form of the contract which defines the mobilizations and sustained enforcement activities. Additionally, the MOHS will be conducting the annual statewide safety belt use survey in accordance with criteria established by the Secretary for the measurement of State safety belt use rates.  The survey will ensure that the measurements accurately represent the State’s seat belt usage rate.   
Outcome Measures:
C-4 Core Outcome Measure/Unrestrained Passengers: 
To decrease the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities in all seating positions 10% from the 2011 base calendar year of 305 to 275 by end of FY14. To decrease the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 262 by the end of 2015.


C-9 Core Outcome Measure/Under 21: 
To decrease the number of drivers aged 20 or younger involved in fatal crashes by 15% from the 2011 calendar year baseline of 87 to 74 by end of FY14. To decrease the number of drivers aged 20 or younger by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 70 by the end of 2015.
Achievement Measure/Seat Belts:
 To increase the number of seatbelt citations issued during grant-funded enforcement activities by 10% from 26,375 in 2011 to 29,013 by the end of FY14. To increase the number of seatbelt citations issued during grant funded activities by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 30,464 by the end of 2015.
Countermeasures:
Strategies that the MOHS uses are all contained in the Countermeasures that Work: A Highway Safety Countermeasures Guide for State Highway Safety Offices, published by NHTSA. Specifically, the MOHS uses the following countermeasures as strategies to accomplish the goals that have been set for the grant year. 
· Countermeasure 1.1: State Primary Enforcement Belt Use Laws;
· Countermeasure 2.1: Short-Term, High Visibility Belt Enforcement;
· Countermeasure 2.2: Combined Enforcement, Nighttime;
· Countermeasures 2.3: Sustained Enforcement;
· Countermeasure 3.1: Communications and Outreach Supporting Enforcement;
· Countermeasure 3.2: Communication and Outreach Strategies for Low-Belt Use Groups;
· Countermeasures 5.1: Short-Term High Visibility Child Restraint/Booster Law Enforcement;
· Countermeasure 6.1: Communications and Outreach Strategies for Older Children;
· Countermeasure 6.2: Communication and Outreach Strategies for Booster Seat Use;
· Countermeasures 7.1 School Programs;
· Countermeasure 7.2: Child Restraint Distribution Programs; and 
· Countermeasure 7.3 Inspection Stations

MOHS Strategies:

The MOHS will also participate in the following as a part of its overall comprehensive occupant protection plan.

Occupant Protection Coordinated Program
· Provide a comprehensive statewide Occupant Protection Coordinated Program; 
· Conduct pre and post seatbelt surveys for FY2014;
· Fund law enforcement programs for day and night enforcement(Countermeasure 2.2);
· Assign MOHS staff to manage Occupant Protection enforcement and outreach grants;
· Promote seatbelt safety through earned and paid media (Countermeasures 3.1 & 3.2); and
· Provide technical assistance when needed for the Occupant Protection Program.

Statewide Child Passenger Safety Coordination program
· Provide a comprehensive Statewide Child Passenger Safety Coordination program.
· Conduct Child Passenger Seat Safety Surveys for FY2014;
· Fund the Mississippi Department of Health, to provide child passenger seats (Countermeasure 7.2); 
· Provide funding for law enforcement programs to conduct specific high visibility seat belt and child passenger seat enforcement checkpoints and saturation patrols (Countermeasure 2.3); and
· Assign MOHS staff to manage enforcement and outreach grants, promote seatbelt safety and provide assistance where needed for the Occupant Protection Program.

Teen Seatbelt Focus Program:
· Provide a statewide Teen Seatbelt Focus Program.
· Conduct a Teen Seatbelt Usage Survey for FY2014;
· Provide funds to DREAM and other outreach providers to focus on peer to peer education and programs to encourage youth to buckle up (Countermeasure 6.1);
· Provide funds to law enforcement programs to focus on teen seatbelt usage (Countermeasure 2.3); 
· Assign MOHS staff to manage enforcement and outreach grants, promoting seatbelt safety and provide assistance where needed for the Occupant Protection Program;
· Promote the “Rock the Belt” program in safety fairs, community  and in schools across Mississippi, to promote seatbelt usage among students and adults (Countermeasure 7.1);
· Promote seatbelt usage at teen conferences, schools, meetings and safety fairs as well as other events planned by MOHS and sub-grantees (Countermeasure 7.1); and
· Strengthen Student Advisory Boards around the State 

Impoverished Seat Belt Program:
· Provide seatbelt focus on impoverished areas across the State;
· Provide funds to law enforcement to focus on impoverished areas across the State, with a focus in the Delta region (Countermeasure 2.3); and
· Assign MOHS staff to manage enforcement and outreach grants, promoting seatbelt safety and provide assistance where needed for the Occupant Protection Program.
High Visibility Enforcement:
Support sustained high visibility enforcement of occupant protection laws which includes supporting the National Occupant Protection Enforcement Campaign, Click It or Ticket.
· Fund law enforcement programs (Countermeasure 2.1);
· Provide funding to outreach programs with an emphasis in occupant protection (Countermeasure 3.1); and
· Develop and promote a comprehensive media campaign for the Click It or Ticket It mobilization. (Countermeasure 3.1)

Child Passenger Seat Technician Training:
· Increase training opportunities and retention of child passenger safety (CPS) technicians and instructors; 
· Continue to provide assistance to Mississippi Safe Kids, to provide training opportunities to individuals and agencies, to obtain Child Passenger Safety Seat Technician certification;
· Provide the NHTSA approved CPS training for local law enforcement and the Mississippi Highway Patrol in an effort to build the base for Child Passenger Safety Seat Technicians in the State;
· Increase the number of Emergency Medical service and Fire Department that are CPS fitting stations; and
· Increase number of CPS checkpoint locations across Mississippi and in target areas identified with low usage rates.

Child Passenger Seat Enforcement:
· Increase proper use of CPS in motor vehicle (Countermeasure 7.2); 
· Increase CPS checkpoint locations throughout the State (Countermeasure 7.3);
· Conduct pre and post seatbelt surveys for FY2014;
· Fund law enforcement programs for day and night enforcement (Countermeasure 2.2);
· Assign MOHS staff to manage Occupant Protection enforcement and outreach grants;
· Promote seatbelt safety through earned and paid media (Countermeasure 3.2); and
· Provide technical assistance when needed for the Occupant Protection Program.

Surveys:
· MOHS will utilize the NHTSA/GHSA questions to track driver attitude and awareness related to seat belt issues by conducting surveys during the fourth quarter of FY 2014;
· Conduct Seatbelt and Child Restrain Survey to track seatbelt usage across the State; and
· Conduct a Teen Seatbelt Usage Survey for FY2014. 

Click It or Ticket
As a part of the overall comprehensive Occupant Protection program, increasing the use of seatbelts will continue to be a priority for the MOHS. The MOHS will continue to use the Click It or Ticket model.  Mississippi seeks to continue the momentum and success found in this approach.  
Mississippi successfully completed the FY 2012 Click It or Ticket (CIOT) campaign complete with earned and paid media.  Mississippi had 182 law enforcement agencies that participated in the May 2012 campaign, covering over 70% of the State’s population. Not all of the 182 law enforcement agencies were grant funded. Due to the FY14-405 Application deadline, the MOHS was unable to include CIOT information for the FY13 Click It or Ticket Campaign. 

For FY14, the MOHS will issue OP grants to approximately 46 law enforcement agencies. These agencies cover the entire population of the State of Mississippi. (Coverage includes the Mississippi Highway Patrol). Last year, over 11,833 seatbelt citations and 1,420 child restraint citations were written during the enforcement period.  Law enforcement will again utilize checkpoints and saturation patrols during the enforcement period to ensure maximum statewide coverage. Mississippi conducted a successful National May Click It or Ticket mobilization during May 21st-June 3rd, 2012 and participated in the CIOT mobilization for May 20th-June 2nd, 2013.  (See MOHS-Appendix to 405 Application Occupant Protection-B)
	
Paid Media:
In FY12, a total of $217,680.00 was used for the CIOT Memorial Day paid media campaign.  Of this amount $107,317.00, was used for television and cable ads, $59,332.00 for radio ads, $2,181.00 for print ads and $39,700.00 for billboards.  During the 2012 May Mobilization, 1,582 television ads and 4,402 radio ads were run within this time period.  Also during the 2012 May Mobilization, 26 ads were run on movie screens across the State, 2,555 internet ads were created and run, 5 print ads and 4 billboards were placed across the State. In FY13, the State  implemented a similarly aggressive paid media campaign. Approximately $350,000.00 was set aside for the paid media campaign. A total of paid media expenditures for the FY13 campaign has not been finalized and the MOHS is unable to report those due to the deadline for the FY14 405(b) Application.

In FY14, the State will implement a similarly aggressive paid media campaign. Approximately $350,000.00 has been set aside for the paid media campaign. 

Earned Media:
In FY12, the MOHS engaged in an aggressive earned media campaign. This included 4 CIOT press conferences, 116 television news stories, 25 radio news stories, at least 90 print articles and 5 other forms of media which included local ad channels from Pearl and Brandon, which ran every 30 minutes for 2 weeks.  News releases showing the post survey results of the enforcement efforts were distributed statewide, and press events were held locally through the LEL network utilizing radio and newspaper. For the FY13 CIOT campaign, the MOHS again planned an aggressive earned media campaign, which included an earned media tour. The media tour again engages in multiple radio and television interviews, as well as scheduled and unscheduled media events. 

A similar plan was implemented during the FY13 Click It or Ticket campaign, the amount of media has not been finalized by the deadline for the FY14 405 Application. (See MOHS-Appendix to 405 Application Occupant Protection-C)

Press Conferences:
Media packets will be distributed during the CIOT campaign at the CIOT Press Conferences, and through the LEL network statewide.   These media kits will contain information for the public regarding risks and costs associated with not using occupant protection devices, the benefits of seat belt use, and the need for heightened seat belt enforcement to minimize the risks and cost savings for the tax payers in the State of Mississippi.

Facebook will also be utilized for social media in 2014, as was in FY13, by updating the CIOT campaign page.  The page includes a “Seat Belt Saves Lives” highway traffic safety message and will allow viewers to not only post comments but also complete a seat belt survey.  In FY13, the Facebook page had over 3,260 “like status” over the course of the campaign.  

A copy of the assurance for the Click It or Ticket national mobilization has been executed by the Mississippi Governor’s Representative for Highway Safety and is attached as (See 405 Application-Appendix D; Occupant Protection (23CFR 1200.21)) 

Child Restraint Inspection Stations
Child Occupant Protection Program
Part One:  Introduction

Child Occupant Protection Program
The Mississippi Office of Highway Safety Occupant Protection Coordination Programs oversees the statewide Child Occupant Protection Program through a grant with the Mississippi State Department of Health (MSDH). The following section describes the updated strategic plan for 2013, which includes Child Passenger Safety (CPS) education, certification and recertification of Child Passenger Safety Technicians (CPSTs), distribution of child safety seats to those in need, and other plans to teach proper installation of child safety seats. The MOHS plans to implement a similarly aggressive program for FY14.

The Child Occupant Protection Program has been implemented statewide and serves approximately 95% of the State’s population. In addition, MSDH will continue current activities and expand CPS initiatives, allowing for all of the State’s population to be served during the upcoming year. Mississippi is composed of 82 counties that fall into 9 Public Health Districts. MSDH coordinates medical clinics, child passenger safety health education, and other public health initiatives in all 82 counties within the State. 

The majority of the State’s population requirement is met through statewide media campaigns, local health departments, community outreach initiatives, online resources, car seat checkpoints and inspection stations, as well as other CPS events. Public information is shared via the airways, and a contract with a local radio station allows for live remote broadcast to be performed at several of the checkpoints.  The radio station serves as a catalyst to increase awareness about the CPS program, where and how to obtain car seats and encourages the public to come have their car seats check or replaced for free.  Fact sheets showing the correct age appropriate car seats and boosters to use in vehicles, and web-based information (found at www.HealthyMS.com/injury) is given to participants. 

Installations stations and/or checkpoints were conducted in 71 of 82 counties. According to the 2010 Census, the population of the 71 counties that the stations and checkpoints were located or conducted in is 2,826,595. The total population for Mississippi is 2,978,512. With reaching those 2,826,595 citizens, the program reaches 95% of the population of Mississippi. 

In 2014, through health department clinics in 82 counties, 9 Public Health District offices, and Safe Kids Mississippi coalitions and chapters throughout the state, at least 90% of the state’s population will receive access to inspection stations, checkpoints and other public information about the proper seating positions in motor vehicles, the importance of child restraint usage, and instructions on how to reduce the improper use of child restraints.


Management of the Program
The Division of Injury and Violence Prevention at the Office of Preventive Health at MSDH manages the Child Occupant Protection Program, including the services provided by county health departments, community-based efforts of the District Health Educators in all nine Public Health Districts, and the statewide activities of the Safe Kids Mississippi Coalition. The Injury Prevention Director is directly involved with management of the Child Occupant Protection Program, including grant and report writing, attending local, state, and regional conferences, coordinating statewide grant activities, establishing partners, and serving as a CPS advocate for the state. MSDH currently contracts with the University of Mississippi Medical Center to continue its partnership and services with Mississippi Safe Kids.  

On October 1, 2012, Safe Kids became a part of the University of Mississippi Medical Center hospital and continues to be an official partner with the Office of Preventive Health at MSDH. This new partnership has expanded the effort of child passenger safety by way of providing education to staff and expecting mothers as well as new mothers.  MSDH and Safe Kids Mississippi collaborate to implement CPS-related initiatives. A synchronized, collaborative, and cohesive plan of action has been developed for 2014. 

MSDH operates under policy guidance of the State Board of Health, a 13-member group of providers and consumers who serve gubernatorial-appointed terms. Mississippi’s public health system includes the Board of Health, State Health Officer, programmatic/administrative personnel at the Central Office in Jackson, Mississippi, nine district offices, and county health departments in all 82 counties. A District Health Educator is placed in each Public Health District to carry out initiatives mandated by Central Office. District Health Educators provide services to the patients of the health departments in all counties, in addition to implementing child passenger safety activities for the general public. Services are also provided in worksites, schools, and faith-based or community-based settings by supporting programs that reward healthy and safe lifestyles. Currently, eight of the nine District Health Educators are certified CPSTs. All of the District Health Educators work closely with the various chapters of Safe Kids Mississippi to coordinate CPS-related events.

The Safe Kids Mississippi Coalition is affiliated with Safe Kids U.S.A. and Safe Kids Worldwide. Currently, Safe Kids Mississippi has 4 chapters (located in Districts I, IV, V, and VI) across the State, covering more than half of the Public Health Districts. The Coalition Office is located in Jackson, Mississippi, and serves the public throughout the State as needed, as well as the greater metropolitan area. All Safe Kids Chapters and Coalitions act as a community resource for anyone who needs CPS information or general child safety materials. Child safety seat inspection and installation stations are also available at each of these offices.

In addition to MSDH, Safe Kids Mississippi frequently coordinates cooperative CPS projects with state agencies such as the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety and the Mississippi Department of Human Services, as well as businesses and community organizations. The Executive Director coordinates the activities of the Coalition, in addition to preparing and submitting required reports, tracking and maintaining CPS data, writing and submitting CPS grants, and networking with the media to increase the awareness of the importance of child passenger safety in each community. The Executive Director of Safe Kids Mississippi is also responsible for attending and presenting at local, state, regional and national conferences, as they pertain to enhancing child occupant protection.

Child Passenger Safety Checkpoints
CPS checkpoints are conducted by District Health Educators, certified MSDH staff, Safe Kids Mississippi Chapters, or through a collaboration of MSDH, Safe Kids, and/or community partners. Each checkpoint is staffed minimally with not less than one Nationally Certified CPS Technician. Parents, grandparents and other caregivers are invited to attend the checkpoints with their children, car seats and the vehicle in which the children will normally be transported. Following the completion of an intake form by the caregiver, a nationally certified CPST will inspect the car seat to determine if it is appropriate for the particular child, ensure that the seat is not on a current recall list or expired, and instruct and demonstrate the correct installation to the caregiver. Any problems or questions can usually be addressed on site, and technicians strive to have children leave the checkpoint riding more safely than when they arrived. 

Participant information is collected for all inspections and new seat distributions. The intake information form provides valuable data for the program. For Safe Kids checkpoints, the data recorded on these forms is submitted on a quarterly basis to the Safe Kids U.S.A. Buckle Up program where it is collated with data from other checkpoints across the nation.

Between February 1, 2012 and May 31, 2013, 117 checkpoints were conducted statewide allowing for more than 2,300 car seats to be inspected through the Child Occupant Protection Program, including efforts of MSDH staff in all nine Public Health Districts, and Safe Kids Mississippi Chapters and affiliated Coalitions.  As a result of the inspections approximately 1,899 child safety seats were distributed by the Child Occupant Protection Program.  

Although most seats were distributed at checkpoints conducted across the state, approximately 1,000 seats were distributed at installation stations, educational events, or individual appointments. (See MOHS Appendix to 405 Application Occupant Protection-D)
Child Passenger Safety Seat Installation Stations
In 2012, the Child Passenger Safety Program distributed approximately 1,899 car seats and inspected more than 1,500 child safety seats. District Health Educators and other CPSTs are coordinated throughout the state to host installation stations and distribute seats to families in need. In addition, each Safe Kids Mississippi Chapter serves as an inspection station, which is manned by not less than one Nationally Certified CPS Technician, where parents or other caregivers can receive education, information, and assistance in the proper use and installation of their child safety seats. All 9 District Health Educators and staff of local Safe Kids Chapters are certified CPSTs, and many are certified instructors. In addition, CPSTs are located in many local health departments, Head Start centers, fire departments, and police departments throughout the state. (See MOHS Appendix to 405 Application Occupant Protection-D)

During FY14, the MOHS plans to continue at the same level, including the distribution and inspection at approximately the same level. 



Updated Plan, Fiscal Year 2014
Child Occupant Protection Program Upcoming Activities

Public Education
In 2014, MSDH will continue distributing educational literature (e.g., Safety Tips, CPS brochures, posters, promotional items, etc.) and conducting educational presentations at community-based events. MSDH plans to focus specifically on needy families in 2014, by expanding the presence of CPS education in Head Start Centers and daycare facilities throughout the state.

In the coming year, MSDH plans to work with Safe Kids Mississippi to continue educating the public on the State of Mississippi’s booster seat law, including local police departments. Child restraint usage rates may increase through more strict enforcement of the booster seat law. Therefore, officers will be provided education and encouragement to protect young passengers of motor vehicles.  Law enforcement officials will also be encouraged to become CPSTs.  It is incumbent upon them to know the laws for which they issue citations.  MSDH also intends to begin development of a statewide media campaign intended to increase use of child restraints in Mississippi.  The State will increase the usage of the local radio station for the coming year as a means of reaching more of the public with our message.

Child Passenger Safety Checkpoints
The Child Passenger Safety Program plans to continue conducting CPS checkpoints across the state. MSDH and Safe Kids Mississippi will collaborate to conduct checkpoints and clinics in the coming year. New strategies will be developed to increase participation from CPSTs, including a CPST listserv that announces upcoming checkpoints, and CPS information.  Examples of shared responsibility will include scheduling checkpoints, recruitment of volunteers, local media campaigns, and overall organization of CPS-related events. In addition, both agencies will be supported in their efforts to promote any events hosted by the other, automatically widening the scope of the population served by both organizations. 

Qualification Requirement No. 4: Child Passenger Technicians
Certified CPST Courses 
In 2014, the Child Passenger Safety Program will continue to offer NHTSA approved certification and recertification of CPSTs throughout the state, including staff from local health departments. At least 10 CPST courses will be offered in 2014, located in at least 5 different districts.  Increasing the number of certified technicians allows for a more efficient program of education and child safety seat distribution. The plan includes certification of individuals from all Public Health Districts, fire departments, police departments and collaboration with CPSTs across the state to ensure that CPS education is being dispersed to the entire target population. In 2014, health department staff certified as CPSTs will continue to distribute child safety seats through the local health department clinic. All CPST courses encompass the goals and objectives of NHTSA’s Standardized CPST Program, and focus on the training and retraining of CPSTs, law enforcement officials, fire and emergency rescue personnel and other professionals to teach proper installation of child safety seats to parents and caregivers.

The State currently has over 250 Child Passenger Seat Technicians certified state-wide. During FY14, the MOHS plans to increase the number of CPST’s, with efforts of the MS LEL program, by having all 9 coordinators become CPST trained and certified. Also the MOHS plans to increase the CPST’s during FY14, with the help of law enforcement through grants to become certified through training.
Primary Seatbelt Use Law
Mississippi enacted a primary safety belt use law on May 27, 2006 by MS Code 63-2-1. No change to the law has occurred since NHTSA’s last approval. Therefore the State qualifies under Criteria No. 1. (MOHS- Appendix to 405 Application Occupant Protection-F.)
Seat Belt Enforcement
Through the acceptance of the upcoming 2014, 405(b) grant funds, Mississippi plans to provide for a statewide Special Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP).  The STEP will provide for periodic enforcement efforts that include the following five elements:
	
· A pre-wave seat belt observed use survey;
· A statewide media campaign to inform the public about the risks and costs of traffic crashes, the benefits of increased occupant protection use, and the need for traffic enforcement as a way to manage those risks and costs;
· Local media events announcing the pending enforcement wave; (earned media)
· A wave of enforcement effort consisting of checkpoints, saturation patrols or other enforcement tactics covering at least 70 percent of the State’s unrestrained population; and
· A post-wave observed use survey coupled with a post-wave earned media event announcing the results of the survey and the enforcement effort.

The State determines the unrestrained population through FARS data to determine where unrestrained crashes and fatalities occur across the State. Projects are determined through data and problem identification in the grant planning process to determine where grants will be effective to reduce crashes and fatalities.
Mississippi reaches at least 70% of the State’s unrestrained population through the efforts of enforcement of the Mississippi Highway Patrol, which reaches and enforces state-wide, as well as the 43 occupant protection grants that have been implemented in FY14. Of those 43 occupant protection grants, 9 of the grants are part of the law enforcement liaison program that reaches out into 9 MHP districts, that cover the State to provide assistance and support to each and every Sheriff and Police department in that district.
The Mississippi Office of Highway Safety will continue the same coverage during FY14 of cities and counties that was targeted in FY13 through data and problem identification, a list of the cities and counties have been provided (See MOHS-Appendix Occupant Protection G). Each of the 43 FY14 occupant protection grants and the statewide Mississippi Highway Patrol  that have been slated for funding in FY14 will perform checkpoints, saturation patrols and participate in the Click It or Ticket national blitz campaign. 
We anticipate the same level of agency participation in the STEP projects for 2014 as outlined in previous year 2013 recruitment by population.  We also anticipate a higher increase for overall participation by reaching out to all the non-participating agencies identified by the 2013 campaign through the MOHS and the MS Law Enforcement Liaison Office. The chart includes all agency participation which consists of both funded and non-funded agencies across the State for 2013. (See MOHS-Appendix Occupant Protection-B) 
High Risk Population Countermeasure Programs
Problem Identification:
On May 27, 2006, Mississippi became the 22nd State to implement a primary safety belt law. With its adoption, Mississippi qualified for $ 8.7 million dollars in incentive funds for traffic safety. 
Historically, most of the drivers and passengers that die in traffic crashes are not belted. Although, safety belts cannot save all persons, it is estimated that fatalities are in fact reduced 50 to 65 percent by those using safety belts and becoming injured rather than killed. In 2011, there were 6,670 serious injuries and 77.6%, or more than 3 out of every 4, were wearing safety belts. This documented rate of usage in trauma data shows the effectiveness of seat belts. However, the 56 young drivers and passengers ages 16 to 20 that were killed were unbelted at an alarming rate of 77%. Many of these young motorists could have been saved by the seat belt. 
There were 442 drivers sustaining life threatening injuries (A level) in 2011. These constituted those persons that would have died if not for EMS response within the “golden” hour after traumatic injury. Forty-nine percent (49%) were belted and subsequently, did not become a fatality.
During 2011, there were 4,064 drivers with moderate injuries (B level) and over four out of five were belted (80.4%). Most of these were transported by EMS to medical centers for observation and/or emergency room care. Moreover, there were 13,562 drivers with minor injuries (C level), with a belt rate of 94%. These statistics document the fact that as belt use increases, the severity of injury decreases. There is no doubt that seat belts save lives and/or reduce injury. With sustained statewide law enforcement, coupled with public information and education, Mississippi stands poised to save hundreds of lives and reduce thousands of injuries each year from increased safety belt usage by motorists.
Mississippi has identified teen drivers (iii) and the impoverished area of the Delta (iv-other high risk populations) to seek to qualify under Criteria No. 4.
Teen Drivers:
Mississippi teenagers under age 20 represent significant traffic safety problems concerning seat belts. Teenagers (ages 16 to 20) were 11.9% of occupant deaths, while being only 6.2% of the licensed drivers. Those drivers were unbelted 59% of the time when killed. Mississippi will be focusing on the listed below counties during the FY13 year, as they represent the Top 25 counties with unbelted teen drivers. During 2010-2012, there were 142 teens killed. Out of 142 teens killed, 107 were unbelted, which represent 75% of all fatal crashes were unbelted. The following chart outlines the Top 25 Counties for teen motor vehicle fatalities.


TOP 25 COUNTIES FOR TEEN FATALITIES
	Counties
	

	Hinds
	Itawamba

	Lauderdale
	Harrison

	Jackson
	Rankin

	Desoto
	Greene

	Lee
	Adams

	Carroll
	Clarke

	George
	Hancock

	Jones
	Lincoln

	Marion
	Neshoba

	Newton
	Oktibbeha

	Pontotoc
	Simpson

	Tate
	Tippah

	Yazoo
	










Impoverished Areas:
The Mississippi Delta is the distinctive northwest section of the state of Mississippi that lies between the Mississippi and Yazoo rivers. The region has been called "The Most Southern Place on Earth" ("Southern" in the sense of "characteristic of its region, the American South") because of its unique racial, cultural, and economic history. It was once of the richest cotton-growing areas in the nation. Before the American Civil War (1861-1865), the region attracted many speculators who developed land for cotton plantations; they became wealthy planters dependent for labor on black slaves.
The majority of residents in several counties across the region are African American. This population group usually buckles up at rates lower than other ethnic groups, which is one reason that the Delta region was selected. The agricultural economy does not support much business, and the region has worked to diversify. The strong musical tradition of African Americans developed blues and jazz. At times the region has suffered heavy flooding from the Mississippi River, notably in 1927 and 2011.
The Mississippi Delta includes all or part of the following counties: Washington, DeSoto, Humphreys, Carroll, Issaquena, Panola, Quitman, Bolivar, Coahoma, Leflore, Sunflower, Sharkey, Tunica, Tallahatchie, Holmes, Yazoo, and Warren.
The Delta area is considered a rural area of the State, due to the lack of major industry and jobs in the area. The citizens of the Delta rely heavily on agriculture and farming. The Delta is rich in farm land and resources, but has very few urbanized areas. 
In recent years, due to the growth of the automobile industry in the South, many parts suppliers have opened facilities in the Delta (as well as on the Arkansas Delta side of the Mississippi River, another area of high poverty). The 1990s legalization of casino gambling in Mississippi has boosted the Delta's economy, particularly in the areas of Tunica and Vicksburg.
	Delta Region
	
	 
	 
	

	County
	Population
	Per Capita  Income
	Median Household
	Persons Below Property Level
	Seatbelt Survey County

	Panola
	34704
	16,449
	$34,594
	28.10%
	 

	Humphreys
	9375
	13,448
	$25,730
	42.00%
	 

	Coahoma
	26151
	16,116
			$26,050
	37.20%
	 

	Bolivar
	34145
	16,114
	$27,173
	34.60%
	 

	Washington
	51137
	16,856
	$28,591
	36.00%
	 

	Leflore
	32317
	12,754
	$22,353
	40.40%
	76.80%

	Sunflower
	29450
	12,601
	$27,042
	31.80%
	77.70%

	Quitman
	8223
	13,293
	$24,545
	36.30%
	 

	Tunica
	10778
	14,963
	$30,470
	27.20%
	 

	Warren
	48773
	22,181
	$40,469
	22.40%
	98.50%

	Issaquena
	1406
	10,458
	$22,396
	40.00%
	 

	Yazoo
	28065
	14,730
	$27,979
	32.20%
	 

	Tallahatchie
	15378
	13,265
	$27,092
	32.80%
	 

	Sharkey
	4916
	14,750
	$29,451
	36.20%
	 

	Carroll
	10597
	16,412
	$28,793
	23.90%
	 

	DeSoto *
	161252
	25,065
	$59,734
	9.50%
	66.70%

	* DeSoto Median Income is higher due to the close proximate to TN (Memphis) and many of the residents drive over the State boarder for work.



In FY12, Mississippi had 3,794 crashes with injuries and 56,849 non-injured crashes in the Delta region. Of those crashes, 300 were unbelted, which represents 12% of the total of the crashes. 
According to the 2012, Mississippi Seatbelt and Motorcycle Helmet Survey that was conducted by Mississippi State University, 4 counties within the seatbelt survey are located in the Delta region. Three out of the four are well below the Mississippi seatbelt percentage rate of 83.2% and below the national average of 85%.




Strategies
Teen Drivers:
Mississippi has established strategies for FY14 to increase the focus on seatbelt use among teen drivers. The following are areas that the MOHS supports and focuses on to help decrease fatalities and increase seatbelt usage of teen drivers.
· Media:
The MOHS will create a statewide media plan that will focus on teen seatbelt use and increasing the usage rate among teen drivers and passengers. The top 25 top teen fatality counties will be targeted in the media campaign.

· Evaluation:
The MOHS participated in a Teen Demo project in 2009-2010, that focused on teen seatbelt use.  The project focused on Central and Coastal areas of the State, while leaving the North part of the State untouched, to create a controlled area for evaluation.  The Central and Coastal areas had a pre-survey of 65.8% seatbelt use and after the program concluded the post survey showed seatbelt use at 71.8%. The controlled area of the North had a pre-survey of 55.2% seat belt use and a post survey of 69.9%. (See MOHS-Appendix to 405 Application Occupant Protection-H) 

The MOHS will participate in a teen seatbelt survey during FY14 that will be conducted during the months of August and September of 2014, as a Back to School emphasis. The MOHS will focus on the Top 25 counties for teen fatalities. The teen seatbelt survey will be conducted by Mississippi State University and will create baseline data that can be used to help guide program activities and funding. 
· Programs:
The MOHS has several grant programs that focus on increasing teen seatbelt usage. 
· Public Information and Education:
The DREAM outreach youth program focuses on a variety of traffic safety issues, which includes occupant protection, to increase the teen seatbelt usage rate statewide. DREAM conducts a variety of programs that reach the youth of the State through peer to peer education, conferences, community and school activities. Below is a listing of a few of the projects that are planned for FY14:
Mississippi Student Advisory Board (SAB):  The SAB creates and promotes highway safety through a school presentations, conferences and social media. The SAB educates teens and teen drivers through peer to peer education, as well as help the DREAM program with outreach efforts and community events throughout the State.
Teens on the Move: The annual Teens on the Move conference will be held in the third quarter of FY14, which includes a focus on teen seat belt safety and use among teen drivers. An interactive program will be conducted during the conference and Mr. Brian Pearce with the K & J Foundation will be speaking his personal message about the death of his children due to not using seat belts.
Rock the Belt: The Rock the Belt program is used throughout the State in schools and throughout the State at safety fairs and community events. In FY12, the Rock the Belt program was presented to over 4500 youth at community fairs and school events. During the FY14 year, plans are to continue the program and increase attendance and the spread of the message.
Seatbelt Surveys: Student seatbelt surveys will be conducted throughout the FY14 year, to capture the use of seatbelts among teens at schools with the help of law enforcement and the MS Student Advisory Board.  Mississippi State University will also be conducting a teen seatbelt survey during August and September to capture seatbelt usage of teen drivers in top teen fatality areas.
Buckle Up Faithfully: Program that works with churches and the community to promote seatbelt use among young adults and teen drivers. Minority populations have a lower safety belt usage rate compared to the general population and have a higher rate of incurring injuries in motor vehicle crashes. To reduce the number of deaths and injuries among minorities, churches are used to bring traffic safety programs to the youth in congregations. 
· Enforcement:
During FY14, the MOHS will create mini-grants for law enforcement efforts focusing on teen seatbelt use. The areas of focus will be within the Top 25 Counties for Teen Fatalities that have been identified. 

Impoverished Areas:
· Media: 
In FY14, the MOHS will have an aggressive paid statewide media campaign with a special focus on the Delta region. Earned and paid media will be used primarily with local radio stations, due to the limited reach of television in the area.

For FY14, the MOHS will again conduct an aggressive earned media campaign, which will include an earned media tour. The media tour will again engage in multiple radio and television interviews, as well as scheduled and unscheduled media events. Multiple press conferences and events will be planned throughout the Delta area.

· Programs:
The MOHS has several grant programs that focus on increasing seatbelt usage in impoverished areas, especially in the Delta region.

· Public Information and Education: 
Mississippi Department of Health: During FY14, efforts will continue to focus on seatbelt use in the Delta region. Through the MOHS and the Mississippi Department of Health, efforts are made to provide car seats, education and public awareness to low income families in the Delta area. Safe Kids Mississippi and the local health department in the Delta, promote CPS checkpoints and activities posters, ads, press releases, radio messaging and word of mouth. 

DREAM: Because some of the Delta region is in the top 25 counties for teen motor vehicle fatalities, the DREAM youth program will work within the region on increasing the seatbelt usage rate among teens 15-20 with a variety of youth oriented programs and activities during the school year and during the Summer months. 
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· Enforcement:
The MOHS will provide funding to law enforcement programs in the Delta region, to conduct specific high visibility seatbelt and child passenger seat enforcement checkpoints and saturation patrols The MOHS will be working with the LEL network in the Delta area to train law enforcement to obtain Child Passenger Safety Seat Technician certifications to increase the ease of officers to issue CPS citations.

