High Risk Population Countermeasure Programs
Problem Identification:
On May 27, 2006, Mississippi became the 22nd State to implement a primary safety belt law. With its adoption, Mississippi qualified for $ 8.7 million dollars in incentive funds for traffic safety. 
Historically, most of the drivers and passengers that die in traffic crashes are not belted. Although, safety belts cannot save all persons, it is estimated that fatalities are in fact reduced 50 to 65 percent by those using safety belts and becoming injured rather than killed. In 2011, there were 6,670 serious injuries and 77.6%, or more than 3 out of every 4, were wearing safety belts. This documented rate of usage in trauma data shows the effectiveness of seat belts. However, the 56 young drivers and passengers ages 16 to 20 that were killed were unbelted at an alarming rate of 77%. Many of these young motorists could have been saved by the seat belt. 
There were 442 drivers sustaining life threatening injuries (A level) in 2011. These constituted those persons that would have died if not for EMS response within the “golden” hour after traumatic injury. Forty-nine percent (49%) were belted and subsequently, did not become a fatality.
During 2011, there were 4,064 drivers with moderate injuries (B level) and over four out of five were belted (80.4%). Most of these were transported by EMS to medical centers for observation and/or emergency room care. Moreover, there were 13,562 drivers with minor injuries (C level), with a belt rate of 94%. These statistics document the fact that as belt use increases, the severity of injury decreases. There is no doubt that seat belts save lives and/or reduce injury. With sustained statewide law enforcement, coupled with public information and education, Mississippi stands poised to save hundreds of lives and reduce thousands of injuries each year from increased safety belt usage by motorists.
Mississippi has identified teen drivers (iii) and the impoverished area of the Delta (iv-other high risk populations) to seek to qualify under Criteria No. 4 in the 405 Application.
Teen Drivers:
Mississippi teenagers under age 20 represent significant traffic safety problems concerning seat belts. Teenagers (ages 16 to 20) were 11.9% of occupant deaths, while being only 6.2% of the licensed drivers. Those drivers were unbelted 59% of the time when killed. Mississippi will be focusing on the listed below counties during the FY13 year, as they represent the Top 25 counties with unbelted teen drivers. During 2010-2012, there were 142 teens killed. Out of 142 teens killed, 107 were unbelted, which represent 75% of all fatal crashes were unbelted. The following chart outlines the Top 25 Counties for teen motor vehicle fatalities.
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TOP 25 COUNTIES FOR TEEN FATALITIES
	Counties
	

	Hinds
	Itawamba

	Lauderdale
	Harrison

	Jackson
	Rankin

	Desoto
	Greene

	Lee
	Adams

	Carroll
	Clarke

	George
	Hancock

	Jones
	Lincoln

	Marion
	Neshoba

	Newton
	Oktibbeha

	Pontotoc
	Simpson

	Tate
	Tippah

	Yazoo
	




Impoverished Areas:
The Mississippi Delta is the distinctive northwest section of the state of Mississippi that lies between the Mississippi and Yazoo rivers. The region has been called "The Most Southern Place on Earth" ("Southern" in the sense of "characteristic of its region, the American South") because of its unique racial, cultural, and economic history. It was once of the richest cotton-growing areas in the nation. Before the American Civil War (1861-1865), the region attracted many speculators who developed land for cotton plantations; they became wealthy planters dependent for labor on black slaves.
The majority of residents in several counties across the region are African American. This population group usually buckles up at rates lower than other ethnic groups, which is one reason that the Delta region was selected. The agricultural economy does not support much business, and the region has worked to diversify. The strong musical tradition of African Americans developed blues and jazz. At times the region has suffered heavy flooding from the Mississippi River, notably in 1927 and 2011.
The Mississippi Delta includes all or part of the following counties: Washington, DeSoto, Humphreys, Carroll, Issaquena, Panola, Quitman, Bolivar, Coahoma, Leflore, Sunflower, Sharkey, Tunica, Tallahatchie, Holmes, Yazoo, and Warren.
The Delta area is considered a rural area of the State, due to the lack of major industry and jobs in the area. The citizens of the Delta rely heavily on agriculture and farming. The Delta is rich in farm land and resources, but has very few urbanized areas. 
In recent years, due to the growth of the automobile industry in the South, many parts suppliers have opened facilities in the Delta (as well as on the Arkansas Delta side of the Mississippi River, another area of high poverty). The 1990s legalization of casino gambling in Mississippi has boosted the Delta's economy, particularly in the areas of Tunica and Vicksburg.
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	County
	Population
	Per Capita  Income
	Median Household
	Persons Below Property Level
	Seatbelt Survey County

	Panola
	34704
	16,449
	$34,594
	28.10%
	 

	Humphreys
	9375
	13,448
	$25,730
	42.00%
	 

	Coahoma
	26151
	16,116
			$26,050
	37.20%
	 

	Bolivar
	34145
	16,114
	$27,173
	34.60%
	 

	Washington
	51137
	16,856
	$28,591
	36.00%
	 

	Leflore
	32317
	12,754
	$22,353
	40.40%
	76.80%

	Sunflower
	29450
	12,601
	$27,042
	31.80%
	77.70%

	Quitman
	8223
	13,293
	$24,545
	36.30%
	 

	Tunica
	10778
	14,963
	$30,470
	27.20%
	 

	Warren
	48773
	22,181
	$40,469
	22.40%
	98.50%

	Issaquena
	1406
	10,458
	$22,396
	40.00%
	 

	Yazoo
	28065
	14,730
	$27,979
	32.20%
	 

	Tallahatchie
	15378
	13,265
	$27,092
	32.80%
	 

	Sharkey
	4916
	14,750
	$29,451
	36.20%
	 

	Carroll
	10597
	16,412
	$28,793
	23.90%
	 

	DeSoto *
	161252
	25,065
	$59,734
	9.50%
	66.70%

	* DeSoto Median Income is higher due to the close proximate to TN (Memphis) and many of the residents drive over the State boarder for work.



In FY12, Mississippi had 3,794 crashes with injuries and 56,849 non-injured crashes in the Delta region. Of those crashes, 300 were unbelted, which represents 12% of the total of the crashes. 
According to the 2012, Mississippi Seatbelt and Motorcycle Helmet Survey that was conducted by Mississippi State University, 4 counties within the seatbelt survey are located in the Delta region. Three out of the four are well below the Mississippi seatbelt percentage rate of 83.2% and below the national average of 85%.
Strategies
Teen Drivers:
Mississippi has established strategies for FY14 to increase the focus on seatbelt use among teen drivers. The following are areas that the MOHS supports and focuses on to help decrease fatalities and increase seatbelt usage of teen drivers.
· Media:
The MOHS will create a statewide media plan that will focus on teen seatbelt use and increasing the usage rate among teen drivers and passengers. The top 25 top teen fatality counties will be targeted in the media campaign.

· Evaluation:
The MOHS participated in a Teen Demo project in 2009-2010, that focused on teen seatbelt use.  The project focused on Central and Coastal areas of the State, while leaving the North part of the State untouched, to create a controlled area for evaluation.  The Central and Coastal areas had a pre-survey of 65.8% seatbelt use and after the program concluded the post survey showed seatbelt use at 71.8%. The controlled area of the North had a pre-survey of 55.2% seat belt use and a post survey of 69.9%. (See MOHS-Appendix Occupant Protection-H) 

The MOHS will participate in a teen seatbelt survey during FY14 that will be conducted during the months of August and September of 2014, as a Back to School emphasis. The MOHS will focus on the Top 25 counties for teen fatalities. The teen seatbelt survey will be conducted by Mississippi State University and will create baseline data that can be used to help guide program activities and funding. 
· Programs:
The MOHS has several grant programs that focus on increasing teen seatbelt usage. 
· Public Information and Education:
The DREAM outreach youth program focuses on a variety of traffic safety issues, which includes occupant protection, to increase the teen seatbelt usage rate statewide. DREAM conducts a variety of programs that reach the youth of the State through peer to peer education, conferences, community and school activities. Below is a listing of a few of the projects that are planned for FY14:
Mississippi Student Advisory Board (SAB):  The SAB creates and promotes highway safety through a school presentations, conferences and social media. The SAB educates teens and teen drivers through peer to peer education, as well as help the DREAM program with outreach efforts and community events throughout the State.
Teens on the Move: The annual Teens on the Move conference will be held in the third quarter of FY14, which includes a focus on teen seat belt safety and use among teen drivers. An interactive program will be conducted during the conference and Mr. Brian Pearce with the K & J Foundation will be speaking his personal message about the death of his children due to not using seat belts.
Rock the Belt: The Rock the Belt program is used throughout the State in schools and throughout the State at safety fairs and community events. In FY12, the Rock the Belt program was presented to over 4500 youth at community fairs and school events. During the FY14 year, plans are to continue the program and increase attendance and the spread of the message.
Seatbelt Surveys: Student seatbelt surveys will be conducted throughout the FY14 year, to capture the use of seatbelts among teens at schools with the help of law enforcement and the MS Student Advisory Board.  Mississippi State University will also be conducting a teen seatbelt survey during August and September to capture seatbelt usage of teen drivers in top teen fatality areas.
Buckle Up Faithfully: Program that works with churches and the community to promote seatbelt use among young adults and teen drivers. Minority populations have a lower safety belt usage rate compared to the general population and have a higher rate of incurring injuries in motor vehicle crashes. To reduce the number of deaths and injuries among minorities, churches are used to bring traffic safety programs to the youth in congregations. 
· Enforcement:
During FY14, the MOHS will create mini-grants for law enforcement efforts focusing on teen seatbelt use. The areas of focus will be within the Top 25 Counties for Teen Fatalities that have been identified. 

Impoverished Areas:
· Media: 
In FY14, the MOHS will have an aggressive paid statewide media campaign with a special focus on the Delta region. Earned and paid media will be used primarily with local radio stations, due to the limited reach of television in the area.

For FY14, the MOHS will again conduct an aggressive earned media campaign, which will include an earned media tour. The media tour will again engage in multiple radio and television interviews, as well as scheduled and unscheduled media events. Multiple press conferences and events will be planned throughout the Delta area.

· Programs:
The MOHS has several grant programs that focus on increasing seatbelt usage in impoverished areas, especially in the Delta region.

· Public Information and Education: 
Mississippi Department of Health: During FY14, efforts will continue to focus on seatbelt use in the Delta region. Through the MOHS and the Mississippi Department of Health, efforts are made to provide car seats, education and public awareness to low income families in the Delta area. Safe Kids Mississippi and the local health department in the Delta, promote CPS checkpoints and activities posters, ads, press releases, radio messaging and word of mouth. 

DREAM: Because some of the Delta region is in the top 25 counties for teen motor vehicle fatalities, the DREAM youth program will work within the region on increasing the seatbelt usage rate among teens 15-20 with a variety of youth oriented programs and activities during the school year and during the Summer months. 



· Enforcement:
The MOHS will provide funding to law enforcement programs in the Delta region, to conduct specific high visibility seatbelt and child passenger seat enforcement checkpoints and saturation patrols The MOHS will be working with the LEL network in the Delta area to train law enforcement to obtain Child Passenger Safety Seat Technician certifications to increase the ease of officers to issue CPS citations.

