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OCCUPANT PROTECTION PROGRAM ASSESSMENT


The assessment team is interested in background information about how the SHSO works with the occupant protection programs in your State.  If any of the following information is already included in existing program documents (SHSO manuals, brochures, program records, etc.), we strongly encourage you to use them whenever possible (rather than re-writing the information requested).  When submitting existing documents, please reference the question number to which the information applies.  If you choose to answer the questions on separate paper (for example, if you use a word processor), please reference the questions you are addressing by repeating the question at the start of each page.
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1.	Please submit a copy of the Occupant Protection Program Manual, or similar document (such as the applicable portions of the State Highway Safety Plan). 
	MOHS ENFORCEMENT PLAN

The MOHS recognizes that a strong enforcement plan is a key to reducing fatalities, injuries and crashes in the State of Mississippi. In order to bring down fatalities, injuries and crashes, the State focuses on data and problem identification (HSP pages 32-53), trend analysis (HSP pages 56-58) and crash location data (HSP pages 37-40). All factors are considered when trying to reach the goals of the State.

Based on the Top 20 Counties for Crashes (HSP Page 37), Top 25 Cities and Counties for Serious Injury Crashes (HSP page 38) and the Top Alcohol related Fatality Locations (HSP page 39), the State is able to look at the whole State and determine the need projects, increase in enforcement and the needs of the community. 

The State can also use location data to determine specific areas, such as the Delta area for Occupant Protection that may need additional programs and enforcement to increase occupant protection usage in that area (HSP pages 49-50). The State looks at data and location for all core program area that the State funds.

Based on data collected, the State can also determine at risk populations, such as teens (HSP page 49), to determine the need for more emphasis teen programs and enforcement in areas that are high in teen fatalities, injuries and crashes. Age and population data (HSP Page 77) is reviewed for all core program areas that the State funds, so that the State can include emphasis on at risk age and populations.  

In order to reduce fatalities, injuries and crashes, the MOHS focuses its enforcement program around the following core programs:

· Impaired Driving;
· Occupant Protection; and
· Speed

Selection of Projects:
The MOHS reviews data from FARS and other data source (see pages HSP 14-Data Sources) to look for fatality and crash trends in areas around the State, which helps create target areas that the MOHS will work to assist in the upcoming grant year. For further information on the selection of projects for the enforcement program, (see HSP pages 70 and 71).

After the review of the data and target areas are selected, grant applications are distributed throughout the State for the solicitation of grants. Once grants have been received within the MOHS, if target areas have not submitted a grant application, then the MOHS uses the help from the LEL program to go and solicit applications from those target areas. For further information on the solicitation of grants, (see HSP page 70).

Adjustments to the Projects:
The MOHS continues to review data throughout the year, even after the grant application process has ended. If additional targets are identified during the year, the MOHS will use the help from the LEL program to contact those areas for grant funding. 

In addition, program assessments are given to each sub-grantee during the grant writing sessions, to help show the agencies, cost per citation information; trend analysis and budget comparisons, so they are able to see costs of the program and cost of the citations for effectiveness and direct enforcement as needed for their projects. Projects that are added to the enforcement program after the submission of the HSP, will be included in any HSP modifications. 

Areas of Enforcement Covered:
The MOHS enforcement plan covers all areas of enforcement from high visibility, sustained and STEP enforcement programs. Each enforcement program that is funded through the MOHS participated in the National Blitz Campaigns, such as Drive Sober, Get Pulled Over and Click It or Ticket. 

Each enforcement grant participates in earned media in their areas, during the Blitz campaigns and throughout the year. The enforcement grants also provide presentations to the community and schools concerning traffic safety issues such as impaired driving, occupant protection, speed and child restraint information. 

Enforcement Programs

Each enforcement program that is proposed for funding during FY14 is identified in the following pages of the Performance Plan. Each program has provided the following information on location, problem identification, data, goals, strategies and the use of funds for each programs.


Occupant Protection

Mississippi Statewide Occupant Protection Plan For 2014

Problem Identification:

Occupant Protection continues to be a priority emphasis area for NHTSA and for the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety (MOHS). The current seat belt usage rate for Mississippi is 83.2%. Law enforcement officers continue to issue seat belt and child restraint citations throughout the year and during the National Click It or Ticket campaign.  

In addition to traditional enforcement, FARS data shows the need for the MOHS to focus on nighttime seat belt enforcement. In 2009, 70% of known passenger vehicle deaths were unbelted; 27% died unrestrained between the hours of 6pm to midnight and another 30% died between noon and 6pm. The State’s overall unrestrained passenger fatalities continue to be on a downward trend, however, nighttime unrestrained occupants remain to be an issue in the State.  Nighttime seat belt enforcement is an emphasis area and MOHS will continue to promote best practice for nighttime enforcement activities by law enforcement. 

Paid media campaigns continue to be aired prior to and during the national CIOT campaign.  New media messages are continually being reviewed, developed and implemented, including nighttime enforcement, to get the remaining 18.2% of the population to wear seat belts through education, outreach, media and enforcement activities.  Teen drivers are especially vulnerable with their lack of driving experience and will continue to be an emphasis area for occupant protection. 

The MOHS has been operating under a Seatbelt State Action Plan prescribed by NHTSA for increasing safety belt numbers and improving the overall seatbelt program. A copy of the Seatbelt State Action Plan is included. (See MOHS-Appendix-Occupant Protection-A) 

A copy of the Mississippi Occupant Protection Plan, which includes Click It or ticket, Enforcement, Child Restraint, Inspection Stations are incorporated in reference here on pages 3-19 of the 405(b) Application.

Programs and Projects:

As part of the 405(b) application, the Occupant Protection Plan is incorporated by reference, see 405(b) pages 3-6.

There are approximately forty-eight (48) occupant protection enforcement projects and programs being implemented in MS during FY14.  These consist of the enforcement, public information/outreach, education and training.  The MOHS funds officers in the State, the MS Law Enforcement Liaison (LEL) Office, including nine (9) LEL Troop Network Coordinators assigned to each of the nine (9) troop districts throughout the State, Social Science Research Center conducted by Mississippi State University (MSU), and many others.  

The MS LEL Office conducts training for law enforcement agencies throughout the State. The MOHS, along with all funded agencies, will implement activities in support of national highway safety goals to reduce motor vehicle related fatalities according to their specific funding source. Programs that will be used to increase seatbelt use include; paid media, enforcement of primary seat belt laws and participation in State and national mobilizations. All awarded contracts are required to complete the HVE Compliance form of the contract which defines the mobilizations and sustained enforcement activities. Additionally, the MOHS will be conducting the annual statewide safety belt use survey in accordance with criteria established by the Secretary for the measurement of State safety belt use rates.  The survey will ensure that the measurements accurately represent the State’s seat belt usage rate.   

Goals and Strategies for FY14:

C-4 Core Outcome Measure/Unrestrained Passengers: 

To decrease the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities in all seating positions 10% from the 2011 base calendar year of 309 to 278 by end of FY14. To decrease the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 264 by the end of 2015.

C-9 Core Outcome Measure/Under 21: 

To decrease the number of drivers aged 20 or younger involved in fatal crashes by 15% from the 2011 calendar year baseline of 86 to 77 by end of FY14. To decrease the number of drivers aged 20 or younger by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 74 by the end of 2015.

Activity Measure/Seat Belts:

To increase the number of seatbelt citations issued during grant-funded enforcement activities by 10% from 26,375 in 2011 to 29,013 by the end of FY14. To increase the number of seatbelt citations issued during grant funded activities by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 30,464 by the end of 2015.

FY14 Occupant Protection Proposed Strategies:

The MOHS uses the Countermeasures that Work: a highway Safety Countermeasures Guide for State Highways Safety Officers to select strategies that will be used for the upcoming grant year. The strategies to be used are listed as reference, but detailed on pages 64-66 to accomplish the goals that have been set for the grant year.

Occupant Protection Enforcement (Countermeasure 1.1)

Occupant Protection Coordinated Program: (Countermeasures 2.1; 2.2; 2.3)

Statewide Child Passenger Safety Coordination program (Countermeasures: 8.1; 11.1; 11.2)

Statewide Child Passenger Safety Program (Countermeasures 7.2)

Teen Seatbelt Focus Program (Countermeasure 4.1; 6.1):

Impoverished Seat Belt Program (Countermeasures 2.1; 2.2; 2.3)

High Visibility Enforcement: (Countermeasures 2.1; 2.2; 2.3)

Child Passenger Seat Technician Training: Although not specifically listed as a countermeasure that works, training police, fires, EMS and others on how to properly install and understand the use of seats is an aid to law enforcement and others help groups and organizations.

Child Passenger Seat Enforcement (Countermeasure 5.1)

Surveys: Although conducting an attitudinal survey is not listed as a countermeasure that work, it is an agreed upon activity between NHTSA and GHSA.

Additional Funding Sources:

All funding sources in the Mississippi Highway Safety Plan are federal funded monies, unless otherwise noted in the additional funding section in each project description. The State of Mississippi also utilizes Mississippi Highway Patrol activities and State funds as match for projects that need additional match monies.


2.	Do you have a standard “Request for Proposal” format and contract for occupant protection?  If so, please submit a sample of each.  
Yes.  See Attachments – 2 Request for Proposal – grant application and grant contracts


3.	 Please submit your annual or multi-year goals for the occupant protection program.
Goals and Strategies for FY14:

C-4 Core Outcome Measure/Unrestrained Passengers: 

To decrease the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities in all seating positions 10% from the 2011 base calendar year of 309 to 278 by end of FY14. To decrease the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 264 by the end of 2015.


C-9 Core Outcome Measure/Under 21: 

To decrease the number of drivers aged 20 or younger involved in fatal crashes by 15% from the 2011 calendar year baseline of 86 to 77 by end of FY14. To decrease the number of drivers aged 20 or younger by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 74 by the end of 2015.

Activity Measure/Seat Belts:

To increase the number of seatbelt citations issued during grant-funded enforcement activities by 10% from 26,375 in 2011 to 29,013 by the end of FY14. To increase the number of seatbelt citations issued during grant funded activities by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 30,464 by the end of 2015.


4.	Please submit the minutes of the occupant protection program meetings for the last three quarters. 
See Attachments – 4. MAHSL minutes


5.	Please list all evaluation components you use to define the state’s occupant protection problem. 
MSU Survey:
1. Seat Belt Survey
Evaluate the impact of Mississippi’s 2013 seat belt awareness campaign (Click It or Ticket) through observational surveys conducted before and after the CIOT memorial Day blitz period of earned media, paid media and enforcement.
2. Child Restraint Survey
Utilize observational survey techniques to evaluate the state of Mississippi’s behavioral tendency with respect to using child restraint devices for children under the age of 7 travelling in motor vehicles.
3. Teen Belt Survey with Video Seat Belt Subsample Surveying
Utilize observational survey techniques to evaluate the behavioral tendencies of targeted teen populations with respect to using seat belts while travelling in motor vehicles.
Preusser Research Group, Inc. (PRG);
      PRG conducts the behavioral measures survey to satisfy the requirement per Federal Regulations 23 CFR 1200.10 (a) (1).  PRG will track driver’s attitudes of highway safety enforcement, communication activities and self-reporting driver behavior of Mississippi drivers. PRG will conduct a minimum of 800 surveys to be collected at five (5) separate driver’s license services locations in Greenwood, Gulfport, Jackson, Meridian and Olive Branch. PRG will compile all information and present a report on the findings, to the Mississippi Office of Highway Safety for the inclusion to the Annual Report. PRG will utilize the funds for collection of data, travel expenses to the collection locations, material preparation and for preparation of the final report due to MOHS.


