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OCCUPANT PROTECTION PROGRAM ASSESSMENT


Please complete the following questionnaire to assist the assessment team in understanding the occupant protection program in your state.  Please assume the reader will not have any previous knowledge about your program.  Any additional information that would be of help is welcome.

1. How would you describe your role(s) in working with the occupant protection program?

My primary role working for the Occupant Protection program is as a program Manager. My daily workload primarily consists of processing monthly sub grantee reimbursements and auditing their expenditures to make sure that they comply with NHTSA requirements. I also participate in the outside programs and activities that our sub grantees hold for the community.

2. What have your biggest challenges been in collecting, linking and disseminating data in your State?

The biggest challenge in collecting data has been the lack of reporting. There are many agencies in the state that do not utilize the Report Beam program to report citations, crashes, fatalities, etc. With the lack of reporting thru Report Beam the MS Office of Highway Safety has a difficult time linking and disseminating the data in the state of Mississippi.

3. In what ways have you been able to help the occupant protection program use data for planning and evaluation?

With the data received from the MS Data Lab, I have been able to help in evaluating new sub grantees throughout the state and identify problem areas that need an increase in Occupant Protection monies to increase the seat belt usage in those areas and to help increase the statewide seatbelt usage rate and decrease fatalities throughout the state.

4. How has the SHSO encouraged self-sufficiency among the occupant protection programs in the last two years?  How have you addressed state activities or community programs that have not successfully moved toward self-sufficiency?

5. How do you see your role changing as the occupant protection program becomes more self-sufficient?

Once the Occupant Protection program becomes more self-sufficient, I hope to see my role become more specified to the smaller cities, towns and counties throughout the state. Currently the Occupant Protection program is enforced in most of the major areas of the state, but we have not been able to infiltrate many of the smaller and less populated areas. Hopefully in the coming years this program will be able to pursued the authorities of these areas to become more conscience of the growing seat belt problem and partner with the MOHS to help raise the seat belt usage rate and lower fatalities.

6. What criteria are used to allocate funds to occupant protection programs (for example, low usage rates, high risk, rural vs. urban, coverage of state, prior success, etc.)? 

7. How do you determine eligibility for occupant protection funding?

Eligibility for OP funding in primarily based on data, the need for program monies, problem identification and justification for funding.

8. Other than direct funding, how else do you support occupant protection programs in your state (for example, training, press releases, educational materials, advocacy, generating funds, etc.)?

CPS training, press releases and the OHS Resource Center.

9. Do you have a statewide coalition or task force to address policy formation, planning and legislative issues regarding occupant protection problems?  If so, what is the representative composition of the coalition?   How else do you gather widespread input on occupant protection issues?

The State of Mississippi has a variety of methods to help plan and form strategies for the problems facing occupant protection problems facing the state. The LEL program is a great way, not just for OP but for other program as well, to help the MOHS identify statewide problems pertaining to OP. The LEL program is made up of 9 LEL coordinators, one for each district in the state and the LEL main offices located in central Mississippi. The Mississippi Association of Highway Safety Leaders (MAHSL) is a program designed to educate and enforce all problems facing the State of Mississippi, ranging for Occupant Protection legislative issues. 

10. Are state and community occupant protection program coordinators involved in planning, policy formation and legislative efforts at the state level?  If so, how?

MAHSL

11. What do you find most rewarding and most challenging in working with the occupant protection programs in your state?  What would you like to do differently?

Working for the MOHS for the Occupant Protection program has been one of the most rewarding positions that I have held in a long time. I feel that every day I am helping to make the State of Mississippi a safer place to live regarding traffic safety. I have enjoyed getting to know the officers and unlike the stigma that most citizens have that police officers are in it for the power that that wield, I have come to find that most officers in the Occupant Protection program are very passionate about their job and really want to make Mississippi a safer place to live and to help save lives. The biggest challenge I have faced while in this position is the lack of participation in a few target areas of the state. After evaluation of the data we have concluded that these areas are in need of OP programs and the authorities still refuse to participate.

12. Please provide suggestions or recommendations to the Assessment Team below:

Thank you!

Please return completed questionnaire by                                                               , using the enclosed, self addressed envelope.  
                                                                                                                                  

