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OCCUPANT PROTECTION PROGRAM ASSESSMENT


Please complete the following questionnaire to assist the assessment team in understanding the occupant protection program in your state.  Please assume the reader will not have any previous knowledge about your program.  Any additional information that would be of help is welcome.

1. How would you describe your role(s) in working with the occupant protection program? 
· Program Manager I process the monthly worksheets and monitor the sub-grantee to make sure they are in compliance.

2. What have your biggest challenges been in collecting, linking and disseminating data in your State?
· The biggest challenge I feel is trying to get the most current data.

3. In what ways have you been able to help the occupant protection program use data for planning and evaluation? 
· By comparing the seatbelt and child restraint data from previous years and targeting high number areas.

4. How has the SHSO encouraged self-sufficiency among the occupant protection programs in the last two years?  How have you addressed state activities or community programs that have not successfully moved toward self-sufficiency?
· (A)We encourage programs to conduct program related activities throughout the year utilizing federal funds primarily during the national campaign. 
· (B) A more thorough comparison between agency wide citations verses federally funded citations

5. How do you see your role changing as the occupant protection program becomes more self-sufficient? 
· Decrease in the current work load allowing more time for creative statewide PI&E and paid media that focuses on changing the behavior prior to the citation. Also allow more one on one time to assist agencies throughout the state.

6. What criteria are used to allocate funds to occupant protection programs (for example, low usage rates, high risk, rural vs. urban, coverage of state, prior success, etc.)?      
· Amount of funds available
· Counties identified with low usage rate
· Counties/cities identified as having higher unbelted fatalities

7. How do you determine eligibility for occupant protection funding                                 
· Crash Data – unbelted fatal and serious injury crashes
· Those identified with low seatbelt usage rate
· If continuation program we evaluate past years citation data (grant funded verses agency wide) and total amount awarded verses total amount expended
8. Other than direct funding, how else do you support occupant protection programs in your state (for example, training, press releases, educational materials, advocacy, generating funds, etc.)?   
· CIOT (Click It or Ticket It) campaign
· Paid Media
· CPS (Child Passenger Safety) training
· CTS (Complete Traffic Stops) training
9. Do you have a statewide coalition or task force to address policy formation, planning and legislative issues regarding occupant protection problems?  If so, what is the representative composition of the coalition?   How else do you gather widespread input on occupant protection issues?
· (A) MAHSL (Mississippi Association Highway Safety Leaders
· (B) It is composed of statewide law enforcement, city agencies, county agencies and non-profit agencies
· (C) FARS Data
10. Are state and community occupant protection program coordinators involved in planning, policy formation and legislative efforts at the state level?  If so, how?
· Yes
· Through strategic planning meetings with state, local and non-profit organizations as well as other non-federally funded agencies/organizations.
11. What do you find most rewarding and most challenging in working with the occupant protection programs in your state?  What would you like to do differently?
· The most rewarding part is seeing the number of unbelted fatalities drop.
· The most challenging part is getting more participation in the OP program.
· I would like to see the number of participants increase and for people to always be mindful to BUCKLE UP! 

12. Please provide suggestions or recommendations to the Assessment Team below:

Thank you!

Please return completed questionnaire by                                                               , using the enclosed, self addressed envelope.  
                                                                                                                                  

