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 OCCUPANT PROTECTION PROGRAM ASSESSMENT


Specific Instructions:  The purpose of this background information and questionnaire is to provide the assessment team with as much information about your State or locality, and about your program as possible.  Please assume that the reader will not have any previous knowledge about your State or locality or about your program.  Additional information, including detailed explanations that were not requested, is most welcome.  If any of the following information is already included in existing program documents (grant applications, brochures, coalition/program records, etc.), we strongly encourage you to use them whenever possible, rather than re-writing the information requested.  When submitting existing documents, please reference the question number to which the information applies.  If you choose to answer the questions on separate paper (for example, if you use a word processor), please reference the questions you are addressing by repeating the question at the start of each page.

1.	Please provide a brief description of your occupant protection program, the occupant protection problems/areas addressed by your program, and the history of the program. Please organize/provide this information by program elements: A) Program Management; B) Legislation/Regulation/Policy; C) Enforcement Programs; D) Public Information and Education Program; E) Child Passenger Safety Program; 
	F) Outreach Program, and; G) Data and Evaluation Program.
A. Program Management – Brief Description (BD) The MS Office of Highway Safety (MOHS) OP staff consist of the Office Director/GR, a Division Director and two (2) Program Managers.  We fund approximately 40 to 45 OP grants utilizing the funding of MAP-21 405(b) and a portion of the 402 funds.  These grants include enforcement, CR awareness, PI&E and the OP Survey.  
Problems/Areas Addressed (P/A A) The target areas used for selecting these OP grants are low seat belt usage rates, high unrestraint fatality rates, unrestrained teen fatality rates and impoverished areas.  
History (H) This program was greatly improved by the primary seat belt law passed in 2006.

B. Legislation/Regulation/Policy – BD The state of MS has a primary seat belt law coving the front seat, a CR law that covers passengers up to age 4, booster seat law up to age 7 and a GDL law up to age 18.  
P/A A The primary seat belt law covers all front seat passenger, CR covers newborn up to age 4, booster seats cover age 4 up to age 7 and GDL covers all license drivers up to the age of 18.
H The primary seat belt was passed in 2006, the CR and booster were passed in 2001 and the GDL took effect in 2009.

C. Enforcement Programs – BD The enforcement programs are a key to the MOHS office and the reduction of unrestrained fatalities in the State.  We encourage both day and nighttime OP enforcement.  Nighttime seat belt enforcement is an emphasis area and MOHS will continue to promote best practice for nighttime enforcement activities by law enforcement.  All awarded contracts are required to complete the HVE Compliance form of the contract which defines the mobilizations and sustained enforcement activities.
P/A A OP enforcement is a statewide concern with some specific target areas being counties with high unrestrained fatality rates and low seat belt usage rates
H This program was greatly improved with the passing of the 2006 primary seat belt law.

D. PI&E/Communication – MOHS uses TV, radio, print, billboards and online advertising to reach the public with OP messages.  We incorporate the use of a media contractor for the media buys, plans

E. Child Passenger Safety Program – BD MOHS has worked with The Department of Health and Safe Kids MS for a number of years.  Both are key to the CPS training in MS, CPS PI&E and the distribution of CR seats to impoverished areas in the State.
PA A The target area for this program is statewide with an emphasis on impoverished families, counties and communities.
H We have 12 CPS instruction in the State  Last year there was approx. 2600 CR/booster seats given out, 75 CR checkpoints, 90 new CPS tech trained bringing the total number of certified tech in the State to 240.

F. Outreach Program –  BD All of the OP grants are required to do some PI&E to their specific community or area.  We have 2 programs that cover Statewide, one focusing on CR/Booster Seat programs and the other target teen drivers and passengers.
P/A A Our target for PI&E are all ages with an emphasis on males 18-34, youth in CR/Booster seat, and teens
H MOHS has always had a very intense PI&E program.  It is a requirement for all grantees to hold PI&E events within the communities they serve.  The PI&E programs were handled by MOHS staff member until 2012 when it was passed off to PI&E partners to help grow the program to even bigger heights.

G.  Data and Evaluation Program – BD MOHS has an inhouse Data Coordinator, a Contractor Data Consultant and sub-grant out the seat belt observation survey to MS State University (MSU).  
P/A A The target area for data is statewide for unrestraint use.  The survey is based on NHTSA requirements and is conducted in 16 survey counties.
H We have always had an internal data coordinator within MOHS and have used MSU for the survey for approximately 12 years.


2.	Please list all coalition members, the agencies they represent, and the positions they hold at their agency, if applicable.
		Michael Hughes 	Safe Kids MS		CEO
		Nikki Johnson		Dept. of Health	Injury Prevention Dir.
		Elizabeth Foster	Univ. Medical Center	Project Coord. for Safe Kids
		Demarco Fomby	DREAM, Inc.		Northern Reg. 
		Brian Pearse		K & J Foundation 	CEO
		Ray Hall		MS Hwy Patrol	PAO
		Shawn Word		Starkville Police Dept LEL Coord.
		Mark Morgan		Hinds County SO	LEL Coord.
		Ginny Stubbs		MOHS			Program Manager
		James Stuart		MOHS			Program Manager
		Twyla Jennings	MOHS			Division Director

3.	Please submit minutes of the past year’s coalition meetings, including attendance, if applicable.
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4.	Please submit a copy of last year’s program goals and objectives. 
	Goals and Strategies for FY14:

C-4 Core Outcome Measure/Unrestrained Passengers: 

To decrease the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities in all seating positions 10% from the 2011 base calendar year of 309 to 278 by end of FY14. To decrease the number of unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 264 by the end of 2015.


C-9 Core Outcome Measure/Under 21: 

To decrease the number of drivers aged 20 or younger involved in fatal crashes by 15% from the 2011 calendar year baseline of 86 to 77 by end of FY14. To decrease the number of drivers aged 20 or younger by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 74 by the end of 2015.

Activity Measure/Seat Belts:

To increase the number of seatbelt citations issued during grant-funded enforcement activities by 10% from 26,375 in 2011 to 29,013 by the end of FY14. To increase the number of seatbelt citations issued during grant funded activities by an additional 5% for a long term goal of 30,464 by the end of 2015.


5.	Please list all evaluation components used by your program (or coalition) to define the State’s or community’s occupant protection problem. 
		
		State Seat Belt Observation Survey
		State Awareness Survey
		State OP Data
		OP Strategic Planning Meeting including:
			OP Task Force
			LE agencies
			LEL Field Coord. 
			Local LEL Coord.
			Media Contractor
			PI&E Partners
			TSRP
			MSU – Survey Coord.
			Dept. of Ed. - Drivers Education 
			Pressure Group

6.	Please list all State or local agencies, organizations, institutions, etc. that your program has worked collaboratively with during the last twelve months.  Identify the projects involved in the collaborative efforts.
MOHS PARTNERS:

• Alcohol Service Center
• Alcorn State University
• American Academy of Pediatrics
• Office of the Attorney General
• AT&T
• C Spire
• DREAM Inc.
• Federal Highway Administration
•Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
•Jackson State University
•K & J Foundation
•Mississippi Association of Highway Safety    
  Leaders (MAHSL)
•Mann Agency LLC
•Metro Jackson Community Development  
  Coalition
•Ministers against Crime
• Mississippians Advocating
  Against Underage Drinking (MAAUD)
• Mississippi Association of Supervisors
• Mississippi Brain Injury Association
•Mississippi Center for Technology Transfer
•Mississippi Department of Education
• Mississippi Department of Health
• Mississippi Department of Mental Health
• Mississippi Department of Public Safety  
  (including Planning and State Patrol)
•Mississippi Department of Transportation
• Mississippi Department of
  Vocational Rehabilitation
• Mississippi Judicial College
• Mississippi Municipal League
• Mississippi Motosteps
• Mississippi Office of State Aid
  Road Construction
• Mississippi Operation Lifesaver
•Mississippi Police Chiefs’ Association
• Mississippi Railroad Association
• Mississippi Safe Kids
• Mississippi Sheriffs’ Association
• Mississippi State University -
   Center for Advanced Vehicular Systems
•Mississippi State University- Health                                         
  Education
• Mississippi State University –
  Social Science Research Center
• Mississippi Trucking Association
• Mississippi Valley State University
• (MADD) Mothers Against Drunk Driving
• Motorcycle Awareness Campaign
• National Highway Traffic
  Safety Administration
• Office of Justice Programs Enforcing
  Underage Drinking Laws
• Nissan
• Safe Communities
• State Legislators
• (S.T.O.R.M) Sobriety Trained Officers  
  Representing Mississippi
• Tougaloo College
• Trustmark Park
•University of Southern Mississippi

7.	Please provide a list of revenue sources including the dollar amounts and estimated in-kind contributions for the last three years of your program. If you have a proposed/projected budget for next year, please include it as well. Also, please include a list of program staff positions, both paid and volunteer.
	FY13
Total Map 21 405b Occupant Protection Low Belt Use - $682,663.34
Total 402 Occupant Protection                                          - $884,803.08
Total FY13                                                                        – $1,567,466.42

FY12
Total 405 Occupant Protection - $344,476.80
Total 402 Occupant Protection - $464,502.36
Total FY12                                 - $808,979.16  


FY11
Total 405 Occupant Protection - $350,097.00
Total 402 Occupant Protection - $734,602.42
Total FY11                                 - $1,084,699.42

	
	MOHS OP/PTS Personnel:

	1 OP/PTS Division Director
	50% 402 OP; 50% 402 PTS:  Twyla Jennings

	1 Program Manager
	50% 402 OP; 50% 402 PTS:  James Stuart

	1 Program Manager
	50% 402 OP, 50% 402PTS: Ginny Stubbs

	1 Branch Director-PTS
	50% 154; 50% 405(d) Coordination:  Vacant



